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***READER’S NOTE*** 
 

If you’ve trouble clicking any of the links in this magazine, simply copy and paste them directly into your 

internet browser. You can also try tabbing to the links, then either right-clicking the link or pressing 

Shift+F10 and arrow to something that says, “Open Link.” If, for some reason, they don’t work correctly 

for you once you’ve done this, please email:patty.volunteer1@gmail.com to let me know. 

The front cover shows a surround of a grapevine with black/purple grapes. In the middle is a bottle of 

wine with a wine glass situated with a paperback and kindle. The title is at the top center with the edition 

name towards the bottom of the image. 

 

mailto:patty.volunteer1@gmail.com


*** Navigating for Users of Screen Readers… 
 

Each column is marked with a heading, 

Navigating headings in word? 

Jaws users: 

Press JawsKey+z, then h or shift h to move around by heading. 

When you’re done reading, press JawsKey z again for normal editing. 

NVDA users: 

Press NVDAKey+Space bar, then h or shift h to move around by heading. 

When you’re done reading, press NVDA Space bar again for normal editing. 

Narrator users: 

Press the NarratorKey+Space bar, then h or shift h to move around by heading. 

When you’re done reading, press Narrator Space bar again for normal editing. 

 

Navigating Instructions By Casey Mathews! 

Website: https://webfriendlyhelp.com 

 

*Editor’s Note* 

 

At times, the link placement guidelines will be ignored when needed for instructions or relative 

information. 

 

https://webfriendlyhelp.com/
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Greetings… 
 

Hello everyone, and welcome to another Incredible edition of the Writer’s Grapevine. 
How do I know it’s Incredible? Because it’s filled with “Incredible” contributors. But the proof is as they say… “In 

the pudding.” Or, in this case, on the page. So, grab your favorite drink, snuggle down into your most comfortable 
reading nest, and ready yourself for some great discoveries. 

This month we have new releases, great articles, and reports of things to come. So, without further ado, here’s 
the Writer’s Grapevine just for you. 

Of course, as always, you’re invited to share. Just make sure to send out the entire magazine. If you choose to 
share specific items, please copy each one in its completion, thus giving the author or business full credit. 

My special thanks to Claire Plaisted of PLAISTED PUBLISHING HOUSE LTD FOR FORMATTING and Mara Reitsma 
of COVERED BY THE ROSE FOR THE MAGAZINE COVER Contractor for Plaisted Publishing House 

Author Consultant at http://www.plaistedpublishinghouse.com and Colleen and Dawn from Two Pentacles 
Publishing at http://www.twopentacles.com for photo descriptions. 

 
 

https://coveredbytherose.wixsite.com/coveredbytherose
http://www.plaistedpublishinghouse.com/
http://www.twopentacles.com/


SPONSORS… 
 

Too busy to take on a full-time promotion package and all the work that entails? How about becoming a sponsor? 
Little work. Lots of results. 

Tell-It-To-The-World Marketing (Author, Blogger, Business Assist) is now seeking sponsors to keep our prices 
reasonable, so those who cannot afford the high cost of advertising will have a place to turn for part of their 
marketing needs. 

Here at Tell-It-To-The-World Marketing, we marry social media marketing with more traditional approaches. 
We strive to assist clients with promoting their books, blogs, and small businesses. 

 
What will you, as a sponsor of Tell-It-To-The-World Marketing, receive? 
If you become a sponsor of Tell-It-To-The-World Marketing, you will receive… 
An ad or ads up to 500 words in length on the sponsor page of my blog which will remain until you either request 

them removed or ask to update in some way 
A spot in my monthly online magazine, the Writer’s Grapevine, and: 
A spot in the annual Writer’s Grapevine Holiday Extravaganza. 
Your ads will also be used in Facebook events held on my Facebook page: 

https://www.facebook.com/tellittotheworld/ and in blog post articles and essays found here on the blog.  
The price for becoming a sponsor is $30.00 every 90 days. 
 
We take payment via PayPal at: https://paypal.me/tellittotheworld?locale.x=en_US   

 

We have many sponsors, and the actual sponsor page, which is found on my blog, is quite long. To put up their ads 
in full would take an enormous portion of this magazine. Rather than put up pages of ads, I’m going to list their 
names and how to find them. You can, of course, visit the sponsor page on my blog and see all their ads in full, 
including photos. Keep in mind the sponsor page is a work in progress and is always updating. Be sure to check back 
often. 

That having been said, you may occasionally note that there are some new additions here that haven’t yet made 
it onto the blog. So, in the meantime, here are all this month’s sponsors. 

 

 

COLONIAL HEIGHTS ANIMAL HOSPITAL: 
http://www.colonialheightsvet.com 

 

AUTHOR JO E. PINTO 
NEW RELEASE 2020 

APPLES OF GOLD 

 

TIMELY ADVICE WHEN THE WORLD DOESN’T SEEM LOVELY 

BY JO ELIZABETH PINTO 

Author Website: https://www.brightsideauthor.com 

 

AUTHOR MEREDITH LEIGH BURTON 

RELEASED AUGUST 8, 2019 
REBEKAH’S REFUGE 

To see and buy her books, visit: https://www.amazon.com/dp/B07GC3HNYB/ 
 

https://www.facebook.com/tellittotheworld/
https://paypal.me/tellittotheworld?locale.x=en_US
http://www.colonialheightsvet.com/
https://www.brightsideauthor.com/
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B07GC3HNYB/


EZ2SEEPRODUCTS 

Learn all about the totally unique, 8.5” x 11” EZ2See®Weekly Planner/Calendar, Specialty Visually 
Challenged Friendly Sticky Notepads and Markers at:  

http://www.EZ2SeeProducts.com 
 

PLAISTED PUBLISHING HOUSE LTD 

Author Consultant  
http://www.plaistedpublishinghouse.com 

Building your Books One Step at a Time 
 

AUTHOR AND ARTIST LYNDA MCKINNEY LAMBERT 

Lynda McKinney Lambert announces 
Walking by Inner Vision: Stories & Poems now available on Audible 

https://www.amazon.com/s?k=Lynda+McKinney+Lambert&i=audible&ref=dp_byline_sr_audible_
1 

 

CASEY MATHEWS OF WEBFRIENDLYHELP 

Taming your Technology, Virtual Assistant, and Audio Editor. 
Website: https://webfriendlyhelp.com 

 

ERNEST DEMPSEY 

Author, editor, citizen journalist, blogger, and human and animal rights advocate, website: 
www.ernestdempsey.com 

 

AUTHORS TASHA AND STEPHEN HALPERT 

Shop for Stephen and Tasha’s books, ABACADABRA MOONSHINE & OTHER STORIES by Stephen 
Halpert, Up to My Neck in Lemons and other books by Tasha Halpert online at: 

https://smile.amazon.com/ 
 

AUTHOR ANNE COPELAND 

PUMPKIN, PUMPKIN 
Folklore, History, Planting Care, and Good Eating 

by Anne Copeland (C 2019) 
 https://www.amazon.com/Pumpkin-Folklore-History-Planting-Eating/dp/1719980985/  

 

AUTHOR AND BLIND PHOTOGRAPHER PRANAV.LAL 

Website: https://praanavwrites.com 
 

JOHN CRAWFORD’S SCHOOL OF MUSIC 

Website: https://johncrawfordschoolofmusic.wordpress.com  
 

MARLENE MESOT  

Author of The Purging Fire and Other Titles 
http://www.marlsmenagerie.com 

http://www.ez2seeproducts.com/
http://www.plaistedpublishinghouse.com/
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=Lynda+McKinney+Lambert&i=audible&ref=dp_byline_sr_audible_1
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=Lynda+McKinney+Lambert&i=audible&ref=dp_byline_sr_audible_1
https://webfriendlyhelp.com/
http://www.ernestdempsey.com/
https://smile.amazon.com/
https://www.amazon.com/Pumpkin-Folklore-History-Planting-Eating/dp/1719980985/
https://praanavwrites.com/
https://johncrawfordschoolofmusic.wordpress.com/
http://www.marlsmenagerie.com/


 

J FRANKLIN PAYNE  

Author of Thread a Novel 
https://www.kobo.com/us/en/ebook/thread-8 

 

https://www.kobo.com/us/en/ebook/thread-8


WHAT’S UP… 
 

Hi everyone, and welcome to the What’s Up column! 
Before we begin with all the fantastic contributions, I’d just like to say that the feedback I’m getting about this 

column is quite impressive. It turns out our readers seriously love knowing about what our writers, business owners, 
and nonprofit workers are up to. Please, contributors, keep those letters about all your goings-on coming. 

 
This month, we’re continuing our armchair traveling, and our first stop is New York to visit with author Annie 

Chiappetta. She’s got lots going on so, slip on your snowshoes and let’s get to it straight away. 

 

 

Annie shares news issue 2 February 2021 

Hello all – 
 
It’s a winter wonderland in beautiful Westchester County, New York. It’s been snowing since yesterday, the polar 
vortex pumping out the little white flakes up to two feet in places. Brrrr! 

🌨❄The cold months make for excellent writing time, and I’ve been keeping busy with a few projects. First, 
stay tuned on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/verona.chiappetta/ for an audio teaser for A String of Stories: 
From the Heart to the Future C 2020. The audiobook will be released on www.audible.com and will feature the dual 
narration team, Lillian Yves and Vincent Lee Grayson www.lillianyves.com.  

For folks who access books via Bookshare, www.bookshare.com, all my titles are now listed in the catalog. 
Reaching readers who access printed material in alternative formats has been an ever-present goal since I 

established myself as an independent author. Knowing Bookshare subscribers can read my books is a big win. 📔 
The big reveal in this issue is my new logo designed by Mara Reitsma 

https://coveredbytherose.wixsite.com/coveredbytherose and curated with assistance from Claire Plaisted 
https://plaistedpublishinghouse.com /. The Book Dragon avatar will make appearances and be my brand moving 

forward. I might even run a contest to name her. 😉 

 

 
Picture description: a smiling green dragon with red wings floats amid a few books and winged musical notes. 

Words printed to the right say Ann Chiappetta Making meaningful connections with others through writing.  
 
Thanks for staying connected. Visit my blog www.thought-wheel.com for more writing from Annie. 
Sign up for future updates from Annie at: annieSharesNews+subscribe@groups.io 

 

https://www.facebook.com/verona.chiappetta/
http://www.audible.com/
http://www.lillianyves.com/
http://www.bookshare.com/
https://coveredbytherose.wixsite.com/coveredbytherose
https://plaistedpublishinghouse.com/
http://www.thought-wheel.com/
mailto:annieSharesNews+subscribe@groups.io


*Note* 
This what’s up item was also published at: https://www.thought-wheel.com/annie-shares-news-issue-2/ 
Phew! Did I not tell you Annie’s got a lot going on? Be sure to sign up, so you don’t miss out on any future updates 

she may share. 

In the meantime, let’s slide on over to Minnesota and visit a moment with Edward Cohen, who just happens to 
be… 

Off to a Fast Start 

By: Edward Cohen 
http://www.EZ2SeeProducts.com 

 

Hello and a Warm Happy New Year, 
 
This month was so filled with news on TV that, at times, I had to pull myself away to get things done. Maybe you 
had to do so as well? Here’s what’s managed to get done this month. 
 
About the 2022 Calendar 
Prevent Products Inc. (PPI), my licensee, has gotten a fast start developing the 2022 edition. Because of our close 
collaboration creating the 2021, they are well prepared to work more independently. This relationship has given 
me time for both business and non-business pursuits, as you’ll read below. 
 
Dealing with Staples 
I was warned by some people familiar with Staples that it wouldn’t be easy to be selected as a vendor. Boy, were 
they right! I found it difficult to even just get their attention. For three years, I filled out online renewal forms and 
emailed requests for help or clarification. I found their questions, requests, or terminology confusing. Having either 
gotten no response or ones of little use, I’ve stopped bothering with them. I will continue to seek other ways into 
the mass-market world. 
 
About the EZ2See® Sticky Note Pads  
All of the original 500 note pads were sold some time ago. I knew they would be helpful, but frankly, I’m surprised 
by how fast they went. PPI is now arranging for a significantly larger print run which should be received around this 
summer.  
 
Status of the New Product Idea 
As I mentioned last time, I’ve started serious work on a new print product idea. I’m grateful to those of you who 
volunteered to hear the concept and provide feedback. What I heard both confirmed the worthiness of it and some 
ways to improve it. Now I’m in the final stages of pulling the needed elements together for the prototype. The final 
step will be ‘pitching it’ to the folks at PPI.  
 
Our license agreement gives them the first chance to license anything I develop. While they may like it and see its 
potential, they must first come to believe there is both a large enough market and that they have a potential way 
to reach it. Only then will they make the necessary investment. This is the cold reality of business. I’ll keep you 
posted. 
 
How to Pitch the New Product Idea 
At first, I thought to offer PPI the prototype with blank sheets like it would appear on the store’s shelf. I would then 
describe the many ways it could be put to use.  
 

https://www.thought-wheel.com/annie-shares-news-issue-2/
http://www.ez2seeproducts.com/


This product is something that is customized by the user to suit their unique needs. In time though, I decided to 
offer the prototype as if someone was already using it. This way, they would see the many ways the product could 
be used. After that, we’ll go through the research I’ve done.  
 
I’m aiming for a February presentation. If and when they make their decision, I can probably tell you more about 
what it is and stop being so mysterious.  
 
My Interaction with Mayo’s Low Vision Clinic 
My old transition sunglasses work great, except now, when it gets cold, they get too dark to be useable. Since I live 
in Minnesota, you can see this could be a problem.  
 
I live near the Mayo Clinic, had an appointment, and met with Dr. S, a lovely low-vision doctor. After we came up 
with a plan to deal with my sunglass needs, I asked if I could show her a low vision aid. You knew this was coming, 
right? Grin To my surprise, when I pulled my calendar out of my bag, she exclaimed, “We have one of those in our 
closet!”. Now for the rest of the story. 
 
Maybe four years ago, my Mayo retina specialist invited me to come in to test a high-tech vision aid. On the day of 
the test, besides my doctor, several Mayo people were present. One of those doctors was a low vision specialist. 
When the test was over, I pulled out my calendar and showed it. You knew I would, right?  
 
That low vision doctor took it and quickly said he liked it. He even measured and stated the print was over 10 times 
that of newsprint. I offered it and some flyers, which he took and said he’d show it to some of his patients. And that 
was the end of it.  
 
Years later, he’s retired, and the downtown low vision clinic is now in a nice but smaller space some miles away. As 
a result, it sounds like what items they have are stored in what they call their ‘closet.’ I didn’t see the space. Still, I 
remember being in the original clinic with a display room filled with a range of low-vision aids and devices.  
 
Dr. S and I had a lovely conversation. She was relieved to know the calendar was still available and enjoyed hearing 
its history. Since she also thought it would help some of her patients, I asked if she thought it would be helpful for 
it to be in the Mayo Store downtown. She didn’t know how items were selected to be there but would look into it. 
Before parting, she took two calendars and some flyers. As you can imagine, I’ll be following up with her.  
  
ACB Braille Forum March Article  
I learned that the March 2021 issue of the American Council of the Blind Braille Forum will be devoted to the issue 
of low vision. I decided it would be good to submit something and sat down to write how my vision has shaped my 
life. The article has been submitted, and the editor said it was good. So, if it gets published, I’ll share the news.  
 
Letter to the Editor 
With PPI doing the day-to-day tasks for my business, it’s freed up numerous hours a week to use in other ways. 
Among many things I can now do, is to occasionally write a letter to the editor about a pressing current event and 
submit it to our local paper. I’m happy to announce my recent letter was printed.  
 
I recognize how lucky I am to be able to do much of what I want to do. I hope you’re able to do much of what you 
want to do as well. 
 
Thank you for your interest. Stay safe and be well. 
 
Should you wish to drop me a line to let me know how you’re doing, you may email: info@ez2seeproducts.com 
 
Warm regard, 

mailto:info@ez2seeproducts.com


Edward  
 
*Reference Links* 
 
PPI (Prevent Products Inc.): https://www.preventproducts.com/ 
Edward’s letter to the editor: https://www.postbulletin.com/opinion/letters/6826434-Letter-How-does-Putin-
view-US-politics 
 

 

Oh! Edward, the suspense is killing me! What is this mysterious new product? 
Edward is always stating how he’s not an author, but if he keeps this up, I’m going to start thinking he’s a mystery 

writer for sure. 
Be sure to check back next month to see if Edward clues us in on new developments. 
For the time being, let’s skate on out to Oregon to visit with poet and friend Joan Myles. 

 

On One Foot: February Already? 

...brief updates about me and those I love. 
by Joan Myles 

http://www.jewniquelymyself.com 
 
 
Already February, and here in the Willamette Valley, rain and sunshine, wind and snow have each taken a turn to 
dazzle and delight me. And if the daffodils don’t proclaim the coming of Spring boldly enough, then the absence of 
hummingbirds from our feeders clue me in. things are stirring out there. The natural world is waking up, renewing 
itself renewing us. 
 
Meanwhile, J and I stay close to home like all of you, tending to household tasks and creative efforts. 
 
And as for our doggy delights--we were treated to a double scoop recently, visiting Little Leo and Bucky (the ninety-
pound fellow) on the same day. Of course, I appreciate the humans we visited as well--our daughter CC and her 
husband, and the grandsons with their Dad. I am grateful everyone has what they need and can’t wait until we can 
all gather under one roof instead of shivering separately at a respectable distance across the driveway. 
 
For now, my Darlings, I wish you sweetness and love as your days unfold. May Life’s renewal find you--if not in your 
physical landscape, then in your spirit--and may you sense the Wonder and Love ever ready to inspire and delight 
you! 
 
Can you believe February is here? If you’ve things of your own you’d like to share, please do write me at: 
jmyles63@gmail.com 
 
 
WOW! It does sound like Joan enjoyed her double doggy delight. Joan will be along again later in Poetry Place. 

For now, I’d like to invite you up to the mountains of Northeast Tennessee so you might visit with Prince Edward, 
A.K.A. Sweet Eddy, and me a spell. 

 
For me, this new year has been a time of reflection and realization. I never cease being in awe and amazed at 

the power of prayer and manifestation, and it is that testimony I wish to share here with you. 

https://www.preventproducts.com/
https://www.postbulletin.com/opinion/letters/6826434-Letter-How-does-Putin-view-US-politics
https://www.postbulletin.com/opinion/letters/6826434-Letter-How-does-Putin-view-US-politics
http://www.jewniquelymyself.com/
mailto:jmyles63@gmail.com


I struggled to know where this piece should go, but after a bit of thought, I decided here was the perfect place. 
As always, your opinion on such things matters, so never hesitate to let me know what you think. 

 

My Testimony on the Power of Manifestation 

By: Patty L. Fletcher 
February 8, 2021 

 

Hello, Everyone, and Happy Monday (Moon Day) to you! 
 

Today, I’m sharing with you my testimony on the power of manifestation. For those of various faiths, I urge you to 
transpose the words ‘spell’ and ‘cast’ into the word ‘prayer’ and ‘ask.’ 

I’d like to state that though many will use the powers I speak of here for evil intent. Yes, there is indeed a 
despicable and dark side. There are also those of us who believe in the higher power of white light and goodness, 
and this is what I speak of and desire to promote here. 

I ask you to read with an open mind, and as I accept you as you are, please accept me as I am. 
Thank you and blessid be. 

 
First, as always, we must have a bit of backstory, for if one doesn’t know from where one has begun, one cannot 
see all which has been done. 
 

Taken from my ‘Book of Shadows’. 

 

TAROT CARD OF THE WEEK STRENGTH 

KEYWORDS. 
 
Strength, courage, persuasion, influence, compassion 
 

 



 
STRENGTH DESCRIPTION 
In the Strength Tarot card, a woman gently strokes a lion on its forehead and jaw. Even though it is known for its 
ferociousness, the woman has tamed this wild beast with her calming, loving energy. The lion is a symbol of raw 
passions and desires. In taming him, the woman shows that animal instinct and raw passion can be expressed in 
positive ways when inner strength and resilience are applied. She doesn’t use force or coercion; she channels her 
inner strength to subdue and subtly control the lion. 

The woman wears a white robe, showing her purity of spirit, and a belt and crown of flowers representing the 
fullest, most beautiful expression of nature. Over her head is the symbol of infinity, representing her infinite 
potential and wisdom. 
 
NOTE: The Tarot card meaning description is based on the Rider Waite cards. 

 
Thanks to a loving friend, I now have a Braille deck, and it is wonderful to be able to hold the cards in my hands as 
I meditate in prayer for wisdom and guidance each day. 
 
Now, I invite you to travel back in time with me a bit so we may see the place in my life from where I’ve come. 
 
OCTOBER 31, 2019 
 
HALLOWEEN-SAMHAIN 
 
This morning I did some Thor’s Day-Samhain magik. 

Thor’s Day, as you know, is a day for attracting more of what you have. It’s one of my favorite days of the week. 
I’ve been trying with all my might to bring about more financial security into my life. Bring about more clients 

to my business etc. 
This morning I was having a conversation with mom. She died in 2001, but we communicate. I talk out loud to 

her a lot. I’ve felt her spirit more of late than in a while. I suppose it’s due to the time of year. 
Anyhow, as I was getting ready to make another cup of coffee, I heard her say clear as day, “Do an always coffee 

spell.” I stopped in my tracks. Then I thought about it. 
I was getting ready to open a new can of coffee. The can I was using, which was larger than the can I was readying 

to open, was almost empty, but it was easier to scoop from. So, I opened the new can and dumped it into the old, 
envisioning that can of coffee as always full. Then, I took the new can and cut a small slot in the lid. I held that can 
in my hands and envisioned it full of money. 

Taking it into my bedroom, dropping one coin in at a time, I decreed, “I draw prosperity to me.”  
Once I’d picked up all the loose change, I went into the Livingroom and got out my purse. Inside it, I found more 

loose coins, and again I dropped them one at a time and decreed, “I draw prosperity to me.” 
When I was done with that, I shook the can and decreed, “Always money for food, shelter, clothing, coffee, and 

wine there will be.” 
Then I had a thought. I decided that I’d put a grocery receipt into the can, you know, like a focus for more of 

what I already have. As I dug round in there for a receipt, I found four one-dollar bills. I dropped them in and 
decreed, God Thor, bring prosperity to my door times four. Then finding the receipt, I stuck it in and decreed, “There 
will be food forevermore.” 

I gave it a good rattle and sat it onto my altar. Then picking up my wand, I tapped the can like a drum, and with 
each tap, I decreed, “I draw Prosperity unto me. Forevermore shall it be. As it is cast, so shall it be delivered. As it 
is delivered, so shall it be done. So mote it be. Blessid be.” 

I haven’t done anything like that before, and I didn’t plan it. It just came to me out of the blue. I think my mom 
gave it to me as a Halloween treat. 
 
*** One year later… 
 



JANUARY 31, 2020.  
 
Did the spell I cast work? 
Yes, and how! 
Since that time, I’ve experienced a more stable flow of finance. Oh, don’t get me wrong. I’m still walking along the 
edge with my toes lipping over the side, but the gaps are not so far apart. I am beginning to be able to manifest 
more of what I need when I need it. 

In November, someone went into my local bus station and purchased twelve booklets of coupons for the door-
to-door transit service. These booklets are $24 apiece and are worth twelve trips per packet. 

I received a care package in the mail from some friends full of canned goods, boxed Mac & cheese, and all sorts 
of other goodies, including a small can of coffee. 

Speaking of coffee, I’ve not run out one time since casting that spell. 
I can no longer discount the power of manifestation. If you honestly believe it will be so. 

 

*** FEBRUARY 8, 2021.  
TAROT CARD OF THE WEEK, PAGE OF SWORDS. 
 
KEYWORDS… 
 

New ideas, curiosity, thirst for knowledge, new ways of communicating. 

 

 
 
Page Of Swords Description 
The Page of Swords shows a young man standing with his sword pointing upwards to the sky. His body and the 
sword lean in one direction, but he looks the other way as if to see what else is happening around him. A breeze 
blows through the young man’s hair, and the clouds behind him appear to dash through the sky, bringing dynamic 
energy to the card. The ground on which the Page stands is green and fertile, suggesting that the Page’s ideas are 
likely to bring positive change and forward movement. 

 
NOTE: As always, the Tarot card meaning description is based on the Rider Waite cards. 

 



Here I am two years later, sitting in complete awe and amazement of the powers which were unleashed when I 
cast that simple spell. 

My kitchen cabinets are never empty. My freezer is full, and there are times when I’ve so much abundance that 
I must give things away to family and friends because I cannot store it all. 

Problems that have plagued me for many moons are being reconciled and situations set right. I believe it began 
with that long ago ‘Always Coffee Spell.’ 

It’s said that magik is imagination made real, and I believe this is so. 
Again, I believe, ‘So a man thinks, so shall he be.’ 
A few years ago, I read the following book. As I’m typing this here, I’m in the process of downloading for another 

read. 
When I read this the first time, I was only just beginning to understand the powers we have within, if used 

correctly, while asking for guidance to the highest good. Now, my footsteps are swift and sure as I walk the pathway 
Mother Father God has set before me. II can only imagine what secrets I may unlock from within the pages of this 
book. 

Here is the National Library Services for the Blind and Print Disabled synopsis and download information. 
 

Wishes fulfilled: mastering the art of manifesting DB74595 
 
Dyer, Wayne W. Reading time: 6 hours, 51 minutes. 
Read by Jack Fox. A production of the National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped, Library of 
Congress 
 
Psychology and Self-Help 
Inspirational 
Bestsellers 
 
Christian self-help author relates his belief that you can achieve your deepest wishes through faith and alignment 
with God. Asserts that all things are possible with God and offers examples from his own and others’ lives of people 
realizing their higher selves. Bestseller. 2012 Download Wishes fulfilled: mastering the art of manifesting 
 
Are you in a situation that brings much upset and anxiety to your life? Are there things you wish to accomplish 
which you’ve never realized? Do you feel there is no possible help for the troubles in your life? 

I say to you, put that thought process firmly out of your mind. Begin to see the situation resolved. Live as if and 
take the steps necessary to see that it’s so. 

Ask yourself what things in your life are causing the problems you’re having—demand of yourself complete 
honesty. Then, do what’s necessary to make the changes required to achieve your deepest desires. 

It has been said, “God helps those who help themselves.” This, I know, is one of the oldest cliches in the world, 
but I say to you it is true. 

The road I’ve walked to get from the hideousness that was once my life to where I am now was dark, long, and 
filled with tangles, twists, gullies, and turns. But I was willing to take that walk from the darkness of despair and 
lack into the light of joy and prosperity, and if I can do it, so can you. 

No one can do these things for you, and if you’re not willing to be one-hundred percent honest with yourself 
and others about who you are and why things are as they are, you’ll fail. If you’re willing to take a brutal look at 
your life and you’re willing to do the work, Mother-Father God is ready to bestow upon you blessings unimaginable. 

 
Would you like to share your testimony? 
Have you a prayer request? If so, drop me a line at: patty.volunteer1@gmail.com 
 
Thank you for reading. 
May Harmony Find You. 

https://nlsbard.loc.gov/nlsbardprod/download/detail/srch/DB74595
https://nlsbard.loc.gov/nlsbardprod/download/book/srch/DB74595
mailto:patty.volunteer1@gmail.com


Blessid Be. 
Amen. 

 

*Reference Link* 
 
Tarot card information from: http://www.biddytarot.com 

 
National Library for the Blind and Print Disabled download link: 
https://nlsbard.loc.gov/nlsbardprod/download/book/srch/DB74595 
 
Writing Attribute… 
 
This testimony was previously published at: http://pattysworlds.com/2021/02/08/my-testimony-on-the-power-of-
manifestation-spiritual/ 
 

http://www.biddytarot.com/
https://nlsbard.loc.gov/nlsbardprod/download/book/srch/DB74595
http://pattysworlds.com/2021/02/08/my-testimony-on-the-power-of-manifestation-spiritual/
http://pattysworlds.com/2021/02/08/my-testimony-on-the-power-of-manifestation-spiritual/


ADVERTS AND NEWS NUGGETS… 
 

NEWS NUGGET: DOT Travelling by Air with Service Animals Final 

Rule 

On Dec. 10, the Department of Transportation’s Final Rule on Travelling by Air with Service Animals was published 
in the Federal Register. ACB and our affiliate, Guide Dog Users, Inc., actively participated in this rule-making. We 
are pleased the DOT harmonized the definition of a service animal with the ADA. However, we are concerned the 
written attestation requirements will place an undue burden on people with disabilities. This final rule will go into 
effect on Jan. 11, 2021. We will remain actively engaged with the DOT to ensure that service animal handlers may 
travel freely and independently. Read the rule by visiting: https://tinyurl.com/y5qt4r5o. 
 

AD: Runs of Life by Ernest Dempsey 

 

Author and blogger Ernest Dempsey is working on a new book of creative non-fiction to be published early next 
year. Meanwhile, you can buy his poetry chapbook Runs of Life for just $3 from Amazon. The poems in Runs of Life 
are themed on running as a natural and unique experience in various circumstances of our life. This short book is 
meant to touch hearts and reassure the spirit of life gifted to us all by mother nature. You can order Runs of Life by 
Ernest Dempsey from Amazon for only three dollars.  
 

See Ernest Dempsey Author, editor, citizen journalist, blogger, and human and animal rights 

advocate at his website: www.ernestdempsey.com 

 

 
 

https://tinyurl.com/y5qt4r5o
http://www.ernestdempsey.com/


AD: Strange Weather Phenomena Stories Wanted 

 

Hello Everyone, 

 
If any of you have ever experienced strange weather, quirks of nature, I would like to share it in a book. I’m talking 
about standing in sunshine and seeing torrential rain in the distance, seeing a tornado rip up the other side of the 
street while your side is untouched, unusual lightning strikes, seeing rainbow fire in the sky, etc. I would like to put 
together these strange but true experiences in a book. Working title: Strange Weather Phenomena: True Quirks of 
Nature Stories. Make it personal by including your feelings and thoughts and those of the people with you at the 
time so it will be interesting for readers, not just facts. Let’s say 500 words minimum, 1500 max. Submission 
deadline April 30, 2021. I will publish in print and eBook—no submission fee.  

 
Contact me, Marlene Mesot, with Weather Submission in the subject line. Use this also for questions and 

suggestions.Marl.Mesot@gmail.com 
 
Looking forward to hearing from writers, first time or otherwise. Please share. Thank you. 
 

  

AD: First Snow 

 
 

By Lynda McKinney Lambert 

https://www.lyndalambert.com/books/ 

 

NEW! first snow –  

 

Lynda McKinney Lambert  

A chapbook collection of  

30 wintry-themed poems:  

 

Acid-Free Paper – Archival Quality 

Publisher: Leah Maines 
 Finishing Line Press 

P. O. Box 1626  
Georgetown, KY 40324 

 

mailto:Marl.Mesot@gmail.com
https://www.lyndalambert.com/books/


Contact: Finishing Line Press.  
 

$13.99 Paperback  

https://www.finishinglinepress.com/product/first-snow-by-lynda-mckinney-lambert/  

 

 

NEWS NUGGET: Annie Shares News Invite 

 
Hello folks – Annie Chiappetta here! 

I hope this bit of news reaches you and all is well with you and your loved ones, friends, and colleagues. I am 
writing to invite you to my new email announcement list. To subscribe and send a blank email 
to:annieSharesNews+subscribe@groups.io 

Once your request is processed, you will receive a confirmation email with follow-up instructions. It’s my hope 
groups.io will be much easier to use and not go into as many spam folders as the old list messages once did. 

To reach me regarding questions or comments, or issues subscribing to the new list, email me at 
annieSharesNews+owner@groups.io 

 
My goal is to build-up this list and bring news and announcements along with creative content to all readers. 

If you haven’t taken a look at my website, why not drop by and take a look at my new logo or listen to the audio 
files of poetry. 

Happy Holidays and stay safe, 
Annie C. 

 
Anniecms64@gmail.com 
 
Making Meaningful Connections with Others Through writing 
 
References and Resources… 
 
On the web, all things Annie: www.annchiappetta.com 
Find me in the blogosphere: www.thought-wheel.com 

 

 

AD: NEW RELEASE: APPLES OF GOLD TIMELY ADVICE WHEN 

THE WORLD DOESN’T SEEM LOVELY 

 

BY JO ELIZABETH PINTO 
Author Website: https://www.brightsideauthor.com 

 

 

“Timely advice is lovely, like golden apples in a silver basket.” (Proverbs 25:11, NLT) 

https://www.finishinglinepress.com/product/first-snow-by-lynda-mckinney-lambert/
mailto:annieSharesNews+subscribe@groups.io
mailto:annieSharesNews+owner@groups.io
mailto:Anniecms64@gmail.com
http://www.annchiappetta.com/
http://www.thought-wheel.com/
https://www.brightsideauthor.com/


 
 
The turbulent times we live in require us to look at our changing world in new ways if we hope to find the blessings 
that will sustain us. The short, easy-to-read vignettes in this book focus on sifting the true and positive out of the 
grit and grime of daily life. 

Like the abundance of apples we can choose from to satisfy our varying tastes, there are different kinds of stories 
in this book. A few are specifically about the Coronavirus; most are not. Some mention God; most are as practical 
as they are spiritual. There are even some poems sprinkled in for good measure. All of the pieces are intended to 
help readers seek strength and joy in the challenging days that have come upon us. 

 
Delve into the silver basket and find the golden apples that await you. 
 
Jo Elizabeth Pinto was among the first blind students to integrate the public schools in the 1970s. In 1992, she 

received a degree in Human Services from the University of Northern Colorado. While teaching students how to 
use adaptive technology, she earned a second degree in 2004 from Denver's Metropolitan State College in 
Nonprofit Management. These days, she freelances as an editor and a braille proofreader. 

 
As an author, Pinto entertains her readers while giving them food for thought. In her fiction, nonfiction, and 

poetry, she draws on personal experience to illustrate that hope is always an action away. 
 
Pinto lives in Colorado with her husband, her preteen daughter, and their pets. 

 

 

 

 



AD: Finally, a Calendar You Can See! 

 

 
For a limited time, the 2021 edition of EZ2See Products’ weekly calendar/planner—large print, large space, high 
contrast—is now available. Since 2015, thousands of these revolutionary calendar/planners have been sold, directly 
or as gifts, to people experiencing:  

 

● Vision decline. 

● Memory loss. 

● Unsteady hands. 

● Cognitive impairment. 

● A need to Manage schedules for children or parents, or  

● The need to record daily events.  

 
Customers say everything’s included because a legally blind senior created it—for himself and then others—and 
incorporated the following features, most of which can’t be found in any other product:  
 

• Printed on heavy-weight 8.5” x 11” paper.  

• Uses only high contrast, black ink.  

• Numbers and letters are more than ten times larger than newsprint. 

• Each uncluttered, daily cell is nearly the size of two, 3 x 5 cards.  

• The edge of each daily page has a thick black border to prevent “off-page” writing.  

• Spiral-bound so it folds in half and lays flat. 

• Bold lined pages at the end for your own notes, and  

• It’s only as thick as a wooden pencil. 
 
Learn all about the totally unique, 8.5” x 11” EZ2See®Weekly Planner/Calendar, Specialty Visually Challenged 
Friendly Sticky Notepads and Markers and buy them online at: http://www.EZ2SeeProducts.com or place phone 
orders at 800-234-8291. 
 

 

 

 

http://www.ez2seeproducts.com/


NEWS NUGGET: New Release One Glittering Wing 2020 

 

 

** The sun is shining at last here in Salem, and I feel like I am running to catch up with myself. 
*silver-haired blind lady running breathlessly to catch giggling little imp-girl* 
**Because at last, I can announce the publication of my second book of poetry. 
One Glittering Wing 
You can find it at: https://www.amazon.com/One-Glittering-Wing-Joan-Myles/dp/B08KJ1P8SG  
 

 

*silver-haired blind lady turning cartwheels* 

 

 
Here are a few words from the Foreword, written by poet and memoirist Ada Molenoff: 
 
“Throughout the book, word-pictures of sensory experience and metaphors reveal meaning. Poetic forms fit her 
themes of nature, loss, spirituality, and the world’s repair. Each poem tells its tale indirectly, letting the reader leap 
to understanding. We not only read the pieces—we participate in them. For example, the poet’s vivid storytelling 
in “Walls” generates empathy and, finally, our indignation.” 
 
**And as Autumn paints trees and landscape in hues of gold and rust, beckons us into our homes, our families, 
ourselves, I wish you each and all sweetness and hope, Love and Light. 
 
*silver-haired blind lady embracing the giggling little imp-girl* 

 

Be sure to visit me at: http://www.jewniquelymyself.com 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.amazon.com/One-Glittering-Wing-Joan-Myles/dp/B08KJ1P8SG
http://www.jewniquelymyself.com/


AD: Join Freedom to Be Me 

 
Freedom to Be Me is a group where wonderfully happy and loving people talk about Books, Books, and More. 
 
What’s the More? 
 

● All things books. 
● Blogs 

● Reviews 
● Writing 

● Reading 
● Newsletters and Online Magazines 

● All things Tech 
● Spiritual (No preaching or pushing All Faiths Welcome) 

● And general BS. 
 

In other words, if you keep it polite and decently clean, all are welcome. 
 
Freedom to Be Me Is a discussion group, and though it’s not terribly active, participation is wanted. 
 
If you’d like to join us, you may Subscribe at: FreedomToBeMe+subscribe@groups.io 
 

 

AD: Heidi Lambert McClure Sassafras Hill Studio 

 

 

 

Are you looking for that special birthday or holiday gift? Need a specific kind of greeting card? Love 

the feel of homemade soap? 

If you love handmade jewelry, candles, greeting cards, and more, this ad is for you. 

 

Handmade jewelry by Heidi McClure 

Available for purchase on Etsy at: https://www.etsy.com/shop/SassafrasHillStudio 

 

mailto:FreedomToBeMe+subscribe@groups.io
https://www.etsy.com/shop/SassafrasHillStudio


AD: John Crawford School of Music 

 

 

 
 

Offering private music instruction both in-person and via video chat. Video chat is through Facebook 
Messenger, FaceTime (Inside the United States), and Zoom worldwide. 

 
I offer instruction in the guitar, bass guitar, mandolin, violin, viola, dulcimer, ukulele, banjo, drums, and piano. 

Due to COVID-19 concerns, voice instruction is not currently being offered. 

 
Prices: $15/30 min.  

$30/hour 
 

Contact: please send all inquiries to  
Blindsensei@gmail.com 

 
Website: https://johncrawfordschoolofmusic.wordpress.com/ 

 

AD: Author Marlene Mesot Announces Audiobook 

by Marlene Mesot 
http://www.marlsmenagerie.com 

mailto:Blindsensei@gmail.com
https://johncrawfordschoolofmusic.wordpress.com/
http://www.marlsmenagerie.com/


 
 
The Purging Fire, performed by Timothy G. Little, should be appearing on Audible sometime in November this year. 
Timothy expertly brings the story to life. He performed the character voices to perfection as voices are crucial to 
the storyline. You can feel his caring in the narration. On a scale of one to five, I give him ten stars! The Purging Fire 
is currently available through Authors Direct, Google Play, Barnes & Noble Nook, Kobo, and others. It will also be 
on Apple books. The Purging Fire is a contemporary Christian mystery, romance, and the first book in the 4 Elements 
of Mystery series. It is also available in print and eBook. The second book in the series, The Snowball Effect, in which 
the two main characters from the first novel go on a bizarre skiing winter honeymoon, will soon be available in print 
and eBook.  

 

The Purging Fire Summary: 

 

College student Melissa Sanders, who has vision and hearing loss, seems to be unavoidably present wherever 
danger threatens in fictional Iandale, New Hampshire. Missy is just trying to help her friends.  
 
As romantic interest sparks, college fire marshal Alex Marcus feels compelled to protect Missy from harm until a 
violent misunderstanding breaks their marital engagement. Only then it becomes clear that Melissa has been the 
arsonist’s target.  
 

Book Jacket Review: 

 
“Love, mystery, suspense, and romance all contained in one book! The Purging Fire is a true delight for the 
undercover detective in all of us! Wonderful work Marlene!” Benita K. Brown, author of Elevator 16 YA Christian 
romance. 

 

The Snowball Effect Summary: 

 
Snowy slopes, chilling behavior, and soothsaying encompass this horrorscope in the sequel to The Purging Fire. 
 
Alex and Missy become victims themselves when they try to help their newly found friend sort out the pieces of 
her confused past. All become engulfed in an avalanche of fear as circumstances turn deadly in The Snowball Effect. 
 
I also have a separate novel titled The Cat Stalker’s Sonnets. This is also a Christian mystery romance.  
 



Catrin Lein is trying to begin a home business as answering service owner. As time passes, Cat begins to realize that 
she is being stalked. Slowly, the past creeps into her present, sending a bleak message and possibly a short future.  

 

Book Jacket Review: 

 

“The Cat Stalker’s Sonnets surprised me in more ways than one! The melodious flow underlined with a mysterious 
edge kept me completely enthralled. This page-turner will captivate and enchant all who delve into its pages.” 

 

Rachel Loepker, author of Bleeding Ink: Finding Purpose YA fantasy 

 

I will also have a poetry chapbook out soon in print and eBook titled Edgy Poetry. This is a food for thought piece 
which I have cited as not for bedtime reading. 
 
If you share my passion for mystery, I hope you will visit my website. Thanks so much for reading. I love hearing 
from readers. Please email me at: Marl.Mesot@gmail.com 
 
 

AD: Popular Blog Word Matters Taking Press Releases and 

Announcements 

 

 
 
Ernest Dempsey’s website Word Matters! https://www.ernestdempsey.com/ is now accepting press releases and 
announcements of events, products, services, and so on. 

Word Matters! is a relatively popular site of news and views that publishes Dempsey’s own posts and guest 
posts on topics in different subject categories. These include Education, Environment, Art, Literature, Authors and 
Books, Entertainment, Science and Technology, Society and Culture, Law, Activism, Pets and Animals, Home and 
Garden, Events, Reviews, and World News. 

 
Word Matters! Currently gets around 8000 to 12000 visitors a month and receives advertisements due to its 
increasing popularity. The site also posts news and stories that are suppressed or ignored in mainstream media.  
 

mailto:Marl.Mesot@gmail.com
https://www.ernestdempsey.com/


Whether you want to announce your upcoming event, release a book or movie, or any business-related update, 
Word Matters! would like to serve you. Charges for the posting service on Word Matters! Vary from post to post 
depending on the content, the degree of editing required, and how many links you want to include in the post. 
 
For details, write to Ernest Dempsey at editor@ernestdempsey.com. 

 

  

AD: A Quest Called Motherhood – War Wounds and Diva Tantrums 

 

T C Creare 
Illustrated by Mara Reitsma 

 

 
 
“We all know that children can go from, Oh, that is so sweet, too, are you freaking kidding me? In five seconds 
flat...” I don’t know about you guys, but as a parent of three, there are moments that make me proud of the little 
army that I have created and others that make me want to pull out my hair, shaking my head as I tried not to cry. 
Parenting is tough, and despite what some think, you can’t control everything. S#!? Happens, and chances are 
you’re not going to be prepared for it. Well, guess what? You’re NOT alone, and the stories inside will prove it. This 
book is for all those coffee-nuking, dinner-making, cupcake-baking, laundry-folding, yard-guarding, lunch-packing, 
fight-halting, show-finding, toy-fixing parents out there who really need a cape; and perhaps a glass of wine, or 
two! 

 

BUY LINK: https://www.lulu.com/en/ca/shop/tc-creare-and-mara-reitsma/a-quest-called-

motherhood-war-wounds-diva-tantrums/ebook/product-784z9k.html  

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:editor@ernestdempsey.com
https://www.lulu.com/en/ca/shop/tc-creare-and-mara-reitsma/a-quest-called-motherhood-war-wounds-diva-tantrums/ebook/product-784z9k.html
https://www.lulu.com/en/ca/shop/tc-creare-and-mara-reitsma/a-quest-called-motherhood-war-wounds-diva-tantrums/ebook/product-784z9k.html


AD: BOOKS BY PRAANAV R LAL. 

 

AUTHOR AND TECHNO WIZARD PRANAV LAL (PRAANAV R. LAL) 
 

NONFICTION (SELF-HELP) 
 

Outsmart Blog Hijackers 
Keep away those pesky hackers! 

 
Dear author, blogger, and website owner did you know that 4 out of 5 sites today are set up such that they are ripe 
for theft? 

Think about it, your carefully crafted copy is replaced by ads selling everything from sunglasses to Viagra. 
Your users could be infected by malware when they visit your site and your hard-earned trust dissolved within 

hours. 

 
The Care and Feeding of Digital Certificates 
Built customer trust before they reach your home page. 
How to build trust with your customer even before your home page loads! 
How do you ensure your customer stays on your website and not run screaming from the home page? 
How do you establish instant legitimacy? 
What happens if you lose the trust of your buyers? 
 

 

FICTION… 

 
The Telekinesis Trilogy 
Two street children with special powers find a home and solve crimes 

 
Telekinesis – book1 
Can two street children work together and find a home while saving a village? 

 

Led Weight- book 2 
Bright toys with a dose of Led 

 



The Cult- book 3 

George and Jane go up against a cult 
 
Bakasura an audio comic 
Has the demon of legend, Bakasura come to life? George and Jane must find out and rescue the villagers from him.  

 
In case of Emergency 
A stranger in her apartment leads Preeti to love, though not with him 

 
Julia 

A robot of the future goes up against a common Indian soldier. 

 
Venture Capital 
A failed entrepreneur moves towards redemption 

 
Scrambled eggs 
Ordinary Joe wins back his super cook wife by “trying once” and some fancy food presentation. 

 
About the author in his own words… 

My name is Pranav Lal, better known in my writing world as Praanav R Lal 
I write non-fiction and short stories which are hard to classify but tend towards fantasy and science fiction. 
 I do not give my characters any breathers and enjoy keeping the action sharp and continuous. 
 I use a visual prosthesis, thanks to which I am a photographer. 
 I enjoy technology, particularly cybersecurity which is what pays the bills. 
 I love interacting, so feel free to comment or say hello. 
 

WEBSITE: https://praanavwrites.com  
 

AD: Two Pentacles Publishing Services: 

 

 

 

https://praanavwrites.com/


Two Pentacles Publishing Services: 
 
At Two Pentacles, our goal is to create an experience that promotes inclusivity and creativity at a competitive rate.  

We work with clients at all levels of experience and ability.  
We also specialize in adaptive communication, descriptive visual services, and flexible content sharing. We are 

happy to adjust to accommodate screen readers and large text requirements and are open to discussing Braille 
printing.  
 
Contact us to let us know how we can best provide you with a customized experience! 
By phone: 971-599-7495  
By email: info@twopentacles.com  
Visit www.twopentacles.com for more information! 
Listen to our interview with Patty L. Fletcher of Talk to Tell-It-To-The-World Marketing here: 
https://www.buzzsprout.com/1285364/7363705  
 
 

AD: Talk to Tell-It-To-The-World Marketing About Marketing 

*Please read to the end for COVID relief payment options. 
 
At Tell-It-To-The-World Marketing (Author, Blogger, Business Assist) where we support talented authors, as well as 
successful business owners in their marketing, by marrying social media with more traditional approaches; the goal 
is to help the client market their Book, Blog, or Business to the absolute best of their ability. 

One of the best ways for me to do this is to share tips with my clients to define the services I provide them to 
better meet their needs. 
 

• Starting in March, I’ll be offering classes on marketing. Topics will include… 

• General Facebook navigation, 

• How to use Social media and blogs to promote your content, 

• Networking and Outreach, 

• Event planning, and 

• A roundtable discussion on marketing in an electronic world. 
 
Classes will be recorded for your convenience, and the cost per recording is 20 dollars. 
 
*Special Offer… 
From now until the third of March, classes are available in a bundle package of five for a one-time cost of 80 dollars. 
Clients with paid contracts of six-months to one-year receive twenty Dollars off the bundle package. 
 
To sign up, email: patty.volunteer1@gmail.com 
Please include the following information. 

In the subject line, please put Talk to Tell-It-To-The-World Marketing About Marketing bundle or single-date 
In the email body, please include your name and the email address to which you wish to have the class 

recordings sent. 
I’ll start a discussion group for the class participants, and this information will be made available upon signup. 

 
*** Special Offer… 
 

mailto:info@twopentacles.com
http://www.twopentacles.com/
https://www.buzzsprout.com/1285364/7363705
mailto:patty.volunteer1@gmail.com


After my original offer, several wrote saying due to COVID-related issues, this was out of their reach. For COVID 
Relief, see below. 
 
If you’re unable to pay full price for these classes, you may apply for assistance. 
 

To apply for assistance, email with the following information… 
 

• In the subject line, please put Talk to Tell-It-To-The-World Marketing About Marketing bundle or Single-
Relief-Date 

• In the email body, please include your name and the email address to which you wish to have the class 
recordings sent. 

• If you’re unable to pay the full amount per class or for the bundle but can afford a smaller payment, include 
that amount. 

• If you’re not able to pay at all, but you’ve a service you might offer in return, or you’re able to provide 
advertising of other’s work, state your offer in place of a payment amount. 

 
I’m a believer in the barter system so let’s work together to create a way. 
 
Sign-up closes: 03/03/2021. 
 

Please send all requests to: patty.volunteer1@gmail.com 
 
Thank you for the privilege of helping you to learn how to tell the world all about who you are and all you do! 
 
Patty L. Fletcher 
Self-Published Author and Social Media Promotional Assistant 
 
 

NEWS NUGGET: Barbara Spencer Author Announces a Four-Day Sale 

To celebrate publication of the final book in the Children of Zeus trilogy, Book 1, The Click of a Pebble, will be on 
offer on Amazon from February 24 at $0.99c.99p for four days: 
https://www.amazon.com/Click-Pebble-Tryst-Devil-ebook/dp/B07SVVZSFW 
 

 

mailto:patty.volunteer1@gmail.com
https://www.amazon.com/Click-Pebble-Tryst-Devil-ebook/dp/B07SVVZSFW


‘You must promise never to speak out about your heritage,’ his grandmother warned, ‘because people fear anything 
different.’ 

‘Fear us!’ Yöst laughed in protest. ‘We are too few to fear.’ 
‘It makes no difference. We are descendants of Zeus, shapeshifters, magical creatures …’ 

 
Known as swan-people for their ability to shape-shift not only into the swanlike form of the carinatae, but also the 
celeste, the winged shape of Zeus himself, the children of Zeus, although peace-loving have always been forced to 
live apart from humans, persecuted almost to extinction.  

Three children survive the latest massacre: Yöst; Zande, the son of the Black destined to be the clan’s next leader, 
and a small girl, Tatania, who insists on being called TaTa. 

This is their story.  

 

Chapter 1 

 
Yöst listened to the darkness, unsure what had woken him. In the distance, surf stirred restlessly, and wind soughed 
through the tops of pine trees. Yet that wasn’t it. Those were sounds he heard every night since he’d come to live 
on the island five years previously. This was more the click of a pebble against a glass window. He and his mother 
had had glass windows in their tiny house on the mainland. Once, he had broken a pane throwing a stone against 
its brittle surface. He stared into the darkness listening to the quiet breathing of his five companions. Older than 
him, two were from the great continent of Africa, their skins the colour of aubergines ripening in the sun. Geography 
was good, Yöst decided, grateful that his mother and grandmother had insisted he attend school, crossing the 
narrow gap between the island and mainland by boat. 

‘Learning will take you places,’ his grandmother’s voice chided him, invading his thoughts as she did almost 
every night, her voice ringing out as plainly as it had when she was alive. That had been her speciality, nagging when 
all he wanted was to play with the other boys. Going on and on about learning how to gut a rabbit and build a fire, 
‘so that you can care for yourself when I am no longer about.’ 

‘Why should I bother?’ he had retorted impatiently. ‘None of the cobs do that sort of work.’ 
‘That’s no excuse. Just because someone else is lazy and stupid. If they stuck their arm into a fire, would you do 

that too?’ she countered. ‘I want you to do more than read and write.’ 
‘Why?’ 
‘Because the world is changing and when you are fully grown, you may not wish to live this life. 
‘Not wish?’ Yöst echoed. ‘How can there be anything more wondrous than our lives? I cannot wait to fledge; it 

is the most exciting thing ever.’ 
‘Yöst!’ The old woman had frowned, his name on her lips a rebuke. To her grandson, she was as old as 

Methuselah, even though her dark hair had little grey in it. Fifty was very old – too old. She had to be old to die 
from something as trivial as a cough. ‘Listen to me. This is no longer a world in which we belong—’ 

‘Grandmother, I’m not listening.’ He had laughed then and run outside to watch the young cobs… 

 

NEWS NUGGET: Arizona Council of The Blind Celebrating 50 Years 

Join us for a grand celebration of the Arizona Council of the Blind (AzCB) on Zoom!  
When: Friday, April 16 and Saturday, April 17 

This virtual convention will feature keynote speaker Joel Snyder, Director of the Audio Description Project at 
the American Council of the Blind (ACB). In addition, we will have several other presentations and entertainment, 

games, and drawings for gift cards. 
AzCB started in 1971. We are an affiliate of the ACB, a national nonprofit organization that advocates for blind 

or visually impaired people. 
Visit us at: http://www.azcb.org 

http://www.azcb.org/


 
For more details, please contact Karen Hughes at karenlhughes@outlook.com  
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TIPS… 
 

You’ve enjoyed Sally Cronin in the ‘Health World’ column. Now, here she is with a recipe that’s sure to pep you up 
during these dreary days of winter or, if you’re in the southern part of the world, energize you as you sweat off your 
strength in the heat. 

 

Smorgasbord Health Column – Recipes that Pack a Punch – Vegetable 

Casserole/soup/base 

 
By: Sally Cronin 

02/01/2021 
https://smorgasbordinvitation.wordpress.com/ 

 
 
I am a huge fan of bulk food preparation, and it probably stems from running my own business single-handed 
cooking for 100 + customers every lunchtime in a pub I was landlady of, and then later preparing cooked breakfast, 
lunch, and high tea for 120 children and 20 staff in a boarding school. Meals that have to be ready at a specific time 
of day for that many requires planning and preparation in advance, particularly of vegetables. 

Since vegetables lose a great deal of nutrients the moment you cut into them, and then even more if they are 
left uncooked for more than a few hours, it meant an early start each day. I did have an industrial water peeler for 
potatoes and carrots etc., and two staff to help prep for meals, but it still was time-consuming. However, blanching 
and freezing vegetables as soon as they are peeled and cut does preserve most of the nutrients and cuts down the 
cooking time. 

Now that there are only two of us to cook for, I still like to prep vegetables in bulk two or three times a week, 
and they stay fresh in the fridge for at least three days. 

David, my husband, has an extra boost in the evenings with a bowl of mixed vegetable soup, jazzed up with a 
little protein leftover from our main meal and sometimes a spoonful of rice. 

My favourite pieces of kitchen equipment are my two slow cookers, one large and one medium. Today, I share 
my recipe for the weekly pot of vegetable casserole, soup, and sauce base, which produces 8 portions of nutrient-
dense and tasty main meals or suppers. Adding extras such as beans makes this an excellent meal for vegetarians. 
It is usually a hit with children who might be reluctant to eat vegetables prepared in other ways. 

It is also an excellent dish for those who might be recovering from an illness or surgery or for an elderly person 
who has lost their appetite. It can be blitzed to make a smooth soup, and you can add some whole milk to make it 
creamy in texture. It will lose none of its nutrients, and it will be easily absorbed by the body. 

One of the major benefits of using a slow cooker is that you lose none of the nutrients during the cooking process 
as it is all retained in the mixture. 

To continue reading for the recipe and more, visit: 
https://smorgasbordinvitation.wordpress.com/2021/02/01/smorgasbord-health-column-recipes-that-pack-a-
punch-vegetable-casserole-soup-base-by-sally-cronin/ 

 
Delicious! 
 
Now that we’ve gotten a bit of energy, it’s time to use a little brainpower. Here’s Casey Mathews to teach us how 
to handle links like a professional’. 
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How to Handle Links Like a Professional 

By: Casey Mathews 
https://webfriendlyhelp.com 

 
I am sure you have noticed good links that are easy to read. I am also quite sure you have noticed links that distract 
and take your concentration away from what you are reading. I can’t stop you from getting the hard-to-read links, 
but I can show you how to make clean, easy-to-read links like a pro. 
 
First, an example. Say you are happily reading along, then you get a link like the following. 
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/office/keyboard-shortcuts-in-office-e765366f-24fc-4054-870d-
39b214f223fd 
Yuck! That link takes up two lines of text. Did you happen to catch what the link was about? No? In case you didn’t 
get it, here is the same link generated properly. 
Keyboard commands for office 
Ah! That is a thing of beauty! It doesn’t distract or take away from the reading experience.  
 
Next, I’ll show you how to do it. These steps will work regardless of if you use a screen reader or not. Everyone gets 
to create great-looking links! 
 

• First, browse to a web page with the link that you want to use. 

• Once there, press control L. Clickers, just click the address bar at the top of your browser. 

• Next, copy the text in the address box by pressing control C. 

• Now in your word press, editor, word processor, or even an email message, do the following. 

• Type in the text that you want the link to say. Such as “Office Keyboard Commands.” Do not use quotes. 

• Next, select/highlight the text. Clickers can just drag through the text; keyboard users will need to move to 
the start of the text and press control shift right arrow to select the phrase. If you select too much, just 
press control shift-left arrow to deselect a word or two. 

• Now press Control K. You will be in a dialog box that will let you insert a link. I recommend copying the link 
address (URL) before you get to this point. Note: the link insertion command will work in 90% of all places, 
but you could encounter some places where it won’t work. 

• Now just paste the link that you copied with control V and press Enter. 
 
You should now have a beautiful link like the one shown above. 
You may need to practice to get it perfect. I now hope to see gorgeous links from y’all from now on!  
 
Make it a great day! 
 
Want to learn how to do more? Shoot me an email to: help@webfriendlyhelp.com 
 
 
Isn’t that neat? Did you like the way those clean links look? Would you like to see links like that in our magazine? Be 
sure to let us know when you send your feedback about the magazine once you’ve finished reading. Changes they’re 
a-coming, so let your voice be heard. 
 
For now, it’s time to relax and be entertained. Let’s head on over to the ‘Author’s Corner’ to see what our writerly 
friends have for us to enjoy. 
 
 

 

https://webfriendlyhelp.com/
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HOW TO ADD AN ADMIN ON YOUR WORDPRESS WEBSITE. #TIPS 

 

 

ADDING AN ADMIN, EDITOR ETC. TO YOUR WEBSITE! 
 
If you aren’t overly tech-savvy, it can be hard to work out how to do things. WordPress has tutorial, lessons and can 
help you do what you need. Sometimes, it is easier to find a blog post to read, which shows you how to do 
something. I am a visual person and love to look at images and text to work out what I need to do. 

This blog post is about adding an admin to your WordPress website. After having to re-learn how to use 
WordPress due to their update (which I’m still not fond of), I found out many of my clients didn’t know how to 
make a website, were having issues posting items, and needed me to check things out…This is when we found out 
for some it was difficult to work out how to add an Administrator. 

Here is hoping this works for you. Good Luck. 
Open the main page of your website. It should have a similar setup like the one below. At the top left of the 

image, you will see ‘MY SITE’ circled in RED. Click on it, and you will open another page. 
 

 

The next image shows the page you will open. It shows a list on the left-hand side. You will need to scroll down the 
list for the next part. It also shows you how to enroll for WordPress Courses… if the need arises.  

 



 
 
 

 
 

Scroll down through the list on the left until you get to PEOPLE and click on it. This will take you to another new 
page where you can invite people.  
 
Once you click PEOPLE, the new page will look like the one below. It shows who you have invited to your site and 
where you can invite others.  

 
 



As you can see above, there are two red circles on INVITES. Click on the lower red circles INVITE one, and it takes 
you to the final page, as shown below. 

 

 

Once again, I have highlighted the area you need in the box put in the persons' email address who you are inviting 
to your website. There is a list below the box. You need to pick one of them so the person you are inviting can work 
on your blog with and for you. The list is – Administrator, Editor, Author, Contributor, and Follower. If you are 
working with me, I’d need ADMINISTRATOR or EDITOR.  
 

 
 

Last but not least…is the final TAB/BUTTON called SEND INVITATION – circled in RED. Click on this, and you are all 
done. The person you have invited will get an email which they can accept or decline. Depending on which type of 
Invite you sent, they will have access to your website…Good luck. 



AUTHOR’S CORNER… 
 

You’ve seen the Featured Author of the Week posts on my blog. Now, I’m pleased and privileged to be introducing 
the Featured Author of the Month! Exclusively for The Writer’s Grapevine Magazine! 
 
Not long ago, I reached out to Amy Bovaird in the hopes that she would accept my offer of a guest spot on my blog 
in the Featured Author of the Week column. She readily accepted. I sent her the questionnaire with the instructions, 
stating an author may answer the questions in an interview-style or use them as prompts. They may write an essay 
that introduces them to the world. 

Amy chose to write an essay, and I found her life story so fascinating. I decided it must be shared within our 
magazine's pages. 
Now, without further ado, I introduce to you our Featured Author of the Month! 
 

Featured Author of the Month: Amy Bovaird 

Essay by Amy Bovaird 
 

 
 

Hi! I’m Amy Bovaird, quite an upbeat person, and I come from—and returned to—Northwest Pennsylvania. When 
people remark that I speak fast, I say it’s because it’s often cold here, so I speak fast to warm up. I am family-
oriented and a loyal friend. The third of four siblings, I happen to be the most daring. I’ve lived in seven countries 
and traveled to many more. I love language, culture, and traditional foods from the countries where I have lived. 
When my nieces were young, I bought them dolls from foreign countries. I started to love and collect dolls myself!  

I taught ESL (English as a Second Language) for twenty-two years, both in the United States and abroad. This 
career changed my life forever. It shaped the person I am today, opening me up to a diverse array of people-all 
ages, all economic groups, and lifestyles. I have been given opportunities many only dream about. I am now an 



author, speaker, and an educator. Sometimes I informally coach others who want to write or individuals who 
struggle with sight loss. I am also legally blind.  

My family is so important to me. My parents and sister have passed on; I miss them every single day. Now it’s 
my older brother, younger brother and me. There are a smattering of relatives I dote on, like my aunts. I hang the 
sun and moon on my two nieces and their families. I have had three friends since kindergarten, and we still meet 
frequently. I have nurtured another friendship with a teacher colleague since 1988, even though he lives in southern 
California. I tell him it feels like he’s in a foreign country with all the palm trees and sunshine. We talk every day, 
sometimes several times. Oh, and a very special set of friends, my wring critique group—The Fellowship of the Quill. 
We meet every Thursday online.  

I have three cats in my life right now. One is a daredevil, one is sweet and demure, and the other hides a lot but 
comes out when it’s time to eat. She rarely misses a treat. I had a lovely black Lab mix, a wonderful companion, but 
he passed away five years ago. I’m partial to Labradors. I do not yet have a guide dog, but that is in my future. I am 
an animal advocate, from elephants to tigers, mules, pigs, and any kind of sea life. It hurts my soul to see any animal 
struggle, abandoned or abused.  

My faith keeps me going strong—the sunshine, friendships, my sense of humor, and even running lifts me up. 
People inspire me who have overcome adversity. Connecting with others on a heart level reminds me we are here 
on this earth to share—sometimes teach and sometimes learn. But we need to relate in some way. Find common 
ground. I like to celebrate the goodness of others, especially humble folk who have strong values.  

Right now, my ‘fight song’ is “What Faith Can Do” by Kutless. It reminds me that we can overcome. These lyrics 
so uplift me: Don’t you give up now. The sun will soon be shining. You gotta face the clouds To find the silver lining….  

I entertain myself with movies now and again. Growing up, I loved The Wizard of Oz and The Sound of Music. If 
I watch anything today, it’s usually a romantic comedy. But my favorite let-loose movie is Planes, Trains, and 
Automobiles with Steve Martin and John Candy. If I’m teaching, I like something that focuses on culture, like the 
2005 drama called Water, written and directed by Deepa Mehta. It is set in 1938 and explores the lives of widows 
at an ashram in Varanasi, India. I also love Japan’s Dreams by Akira Kurosawas, which came out in 1990 (when 

I lived in Japan). It’s a fabulous movie that incorporates culture, the four seasons, plus past, present, and future 
in dream sequences.  

 There are too many books to list, but I love memoirs and books with settings around the world. I love Wild 
Swans, a three-generational memoir of the women in one family from China, A Hundred Years of Solitude (Gabriel 
García Márquez), Sold by Patricia McCormick. I like Naguib Mafouz (Egyptian author) and others like these. I also 
like Dr. Charles Stanley’s faith books.  

 
I love Eggplant Parmigiana, a good steak and potatoes meal, and Moroccan food—really, any international 

cuisine. My favorite dessert is Tiramisu, especially made by my Romanian friend. I nearly always drink cold filtered 
water, but on occasion, I love a nice cup of hot cocoa with marshmallows. I also adore Karkade, Hibiscus tea, either 
hot or cold.  

My favorite quote is by Mahatma Gandhi: “I do not want my house to be walled in on all sides and my windows 
to be stuffed. I want the cultures of all lands to be blown about my house as freely as possible. But I refuse to be 
blown away by any.”  

The affirmation I live by is, “My life is full of amazing opportunities.” These are not necessarily related to money. 
This affirmation keeps me grateful, humble and living in expectancy—always looking for the next enriching 
experience. It could be faith-related, people-oriented, or one of personal development. It could even lead me to 
new and different foods.  

My pet peeve is when individuals talk down to others. It also bothers me when people refuse to look beyond 
stereotypical beliefs about any culture here in the US, or a foreign country, or about those with disabilities.  

I am a lively writer, speaker, and teacher. I love to share anecdotes and feel rewarded when I get a laugh at one 
of my stories or when I pull an audience into my life and inspire them. Another strength I have is the detail I weave 
into my writing. I want readers to feel “they are there.” I think my sense of humor is a strength and keeps my writing 
upbeat when speaking of coping positively with a disability. I also bring both energy and transparency into my work, 
which helps me connect with my readers and listeners.  



I have a couple of weaknesses, but probably the biggest is my lack of organization. I am constantly searching for 
files under obscure names and revisions. Boy, does it slow me down. I also tend to become distracted and answer 
my cell phone. Therefore, it takes me so much longer to complete a book. I am working with a writing coach to help 
me set goals and be accountable. So, every Friday, I send her a list of accomplishments. I must work harder, so I 
have something to list at the end of the week. 

My future goals include completing my current WIP (Work in Progress). The third book in my Mobility Series, 
Second Sight: More Life Lessons in Mobility. I am also writing a series of books about my family, starting with my 
father in Don Bovaird: The Tree Man (Book 1), The Tree Man’s Wife (Book 2), The Tree Man’s Daughter (Book 3). I 
also want to write The Light Series, which I have mapped out in my head. I want to write a travel book with essays 
(A-Z) that describe my experiences abroad. So, there will be 26 stories in this book. I also want to write seven books, 
one for each country I have lived in. And I plan to write the second book in my Finding Hope Series. My dream is to 
be able to live off my book earnings.  

If someone wants to buy a memoir from me, they can find them in several places. I love to autograph my books 
and ship them out. So, they can find them at my Bookshop on my website or in the traditional way—on Amazon, 
Audible.com, or iTunes. If they want to communicate with me personally, I have a contact form on my website I 
check frequently. It comes through to my email. If an organization requires a speaker, they can check that box. If 
they need encouragement, they can check “hello,” etc., on my form. Basically, the best way to reach me is through 
my email: amy@amybovaird.com  

As information to your readers, I have five memoirs out. Three are about coping with sight loss. Two are about 
faith and moving through child loss. Wow, I guess so far, I’ve simply written about the topic of loss—but strong 
threads of optimism and hope run through them. Mobility Matters: Stepping Out in Faith is about a year’s journey. 
After two decades, I come to terms with my progressive sight loss. Cane Confessions: The Lighter Side to Mobility 
consists of twenty-seven stories of adapting and learning life lessons through my sight loss. Hitting a Home Run: 
Blind and Thriving is a prequel to the first two memoirs where I share my sight diagnosis. My goals are to persuade 
people to participate actively in their lives and see themselves on a team where we live our best lives despite our 
challenges. Seeking Solace: Finding Joy After Loss contains forty-five faith meditations that focus on child loss, 
divorce, and my father's death. It follows the storyline of the loss of twins, divorce, and the loss of my father. The 
focus is on how God stayed faithful to me in each situation. It demonstrates God’s personalized love and promises 
he provides. A Time to Dance: Finding Joy After Child Loss is a slice-of-life mini-memoir about God’s enduring love 
and comfort one Valentine’s Day.  

If you subscribe to Amy’s blog, you will receive a FREE copy of my e-book, Hitting a Homerun: Blind and Thriving. 
Visit my Website to learn more: https://amybovaird.com/ 

 
Thank you so much for having me in The Writer’s Grapevine! I appreciate the chance to share my story and 

profile the aspects of life that make up who I am.  
 
 We continue the Author’s Corner with some thoughts from Barbara Spencer on the world of technology which 

we’ve been forced to live in whether we like it or not. 
I must say, there are times, though few and far between, when I long for the simpler days. 
 
 

A Brave New World 

Excerpt from Age and the Antique Sideboard 
By 

Barbara Spencer 
https://www.barbaraspencer.co.uk 

 
 

mailto:amy@amybovaird.com
https://amybovaird.com/
https://www.barbaraspencer.co.uk/


Once upon a time, I possessed a very nice and very cheap mobile phone. It cost £10. And, yes, maybe I did carry it 
about for two years before learning how to text. But I did learn, at least enough to text my granddaughter, to inform 
her I was parked outside the school gates. And, yes, maybe it did spend most of the time switched off, so I missed 
alerts from Orange and an occasional ‘missed call’ from my granddaughter … but it worked. And it was there in an 
emergency, which is what I needed.  

 
Then one night I saw my daughter’s phone.  
 
With the consummate ease of an Olympic gymnast, she flipped through photographs, maps, books, more 

photographs, train timetables ... and it was big and luxurious looking and as drool-worthy as chocolate cake. 
And so, I entered the world of modernity and bought a really, really, proper phone - you know the type you have 

to recharge every night, and it already has a Google App installed that tells you where to go and takes a picture of 
it.  

 
A tutorial from my daughter and I am away. 
 
Next day, a second tutorial from my daughter.  
 
Unfortunately, this time I am not wearing my glasses, so haven’t a clue what she is on about when she points to 

a blue blob on the screen and announces this is where I live.  
 
This is followed next day by a tutorial from my granddaughter. 
 
She introduces me to QWERTY and would kill for a phone like mine. To show me how to use it, she snatches it 

away, presses keys at the speed of light, says, ‘there you are’ and hands the phone back, leaving me none the wiser. 
 
A week later and I am asking myself why did I bother. I really was quite content to take a book in my handbag, 

read a map, and charge the battery on my old phone every three weeks or so. 
 
Does today’s technology leave you feeling flabbergasted? Or have you picked it up with ease as so many have? 
 
I would love to hear your thoughts, so drop me a line at: barbaraspencerbooks@gmail.com 

 

Much as I love my Smartphone, like Barbara, there are things I’ve not yet mastered, and there are times when I fear 
the youth of today will leave me far behind. 

Speaking of today's youth, here’s Jo Pinto with a humorous tale that took place due to her daughter and a beaded 
debacle. 

 
 

A Draining Adventure 

by Jo Elizabeth Pinto 
https://www.brightsideauthor.com  

 
 
The adventure began innocently enough. I decided to pour myself some Coke. When I reached into the cabinet 
above the dishwasher for a cup, my hand encountered only an empty shelf. This led me on a search-and-seizure 
mission into the bedroom of my nearly thirteen-year-old daughter, which is one of those rare corners of the world 

mailto:barbaraspencerbooks@gmail.com
https://www.brightsideauthor.com/


where even angels fear to go. The floor, the bed, and every other surface in her room is mounded as deep as gravity 
will allow in an odd jumble of clutter in which childhood and adolescence collide. 
 
My daughter had invited a couple of neighborhood friends to a sleepover at our house the weekend before. I 
figured, correctly, my missing cups had disappeared into her bedroom along with a pile of soda cans, never to re-
emerge till I rescued them from among the heaps of clothes, stuffed animals, and random flotsam and jetsam 
among which they were scattered. I eventually surfaced in triumph, a tall stack of cups in hand, and marched 
victoriously toward the kitchen sink. 

Which is when the plot thickened. 
Some of the cups still had liquid in them. I dropped them all in the sink without checking them individually. And 

then I heard a sound that made my heart plummet into my Reeboks® so fast I felt as if I were on an amusement 
park ride because it wasn't the sound of cups crashing into the sink. It was a much lighter, cascading noise. 

One of the cups had been full of pony beads instead of soda. Those of you not blessed to live with little girls, 
pony beads are round, colorful, plastic beads, a little smaller than green peas, with holes that go straight through 
their centers. Girls love to string them on various types of cord or fishing lines to make necklaces and friendship 
bracelets. At the moment, I had hundreds of them at the bottom of my kitchen sink, rapidly flowing down into my 
garbage disposal. 

I scooped most of the beads quickly out of the disposal with my hands and dumped them back into the plastic 
cup. I spent eons working the last half dozen out of the slits around the outside edges of the disposal with my 
fingers and the tip of a butter knife. I luckily have small hands. I jiggled the disposal till I found a slot where a bead 
was trapped, then worried it free, grasped it, and hauled it up, and dropped it in the cup. Each time I moved the 
disposal, it turned further and further, and I thought I'd finished, but always it would be stopped by another bead. 

Finally, I'd pried all the beads out of the garbage disposal. I ran water through and fired it up, and there were no 
crunching sounds. Thank God for small miracles! 

But the beads had gotten gnarly and greasy in their trip down the sink. So I dumped them into the little basket 
I usually steam vegetables in. I wasn't about to wash them under the kitchen faucet and risk another skirmish with 
the garbage disposal. Off to the bathroom we went. 

Complimenting myself on my attention to detail, I plugged the drain in the bathroom sink, just in case. Then I 
added a drop of soap to the beads in the steamer basket and turned on the water to wash them. 

Unfortunately, in my quest to get the temperature right so I could swish the beads around with the soap in the 
steamer basket—the bathroom faucet at my house can be temperamental. I overfilled the sink. In my haste to 
prevent the need to call on Noah for his ark-building skills, I slammed down the lever that unplugged the drain 
without thinking. Before I even had time to take in the gravity of my mistake, the bathroom drain had filled up with-
-you guessed it! Pony beads. Only the Good Lord and my little dog Mindi will ever know what words escaped 
between my lips at that moment. The rest of you will have to use your imaginations. 

I thought about plunking myself down on the bathmat and crying my eyes out. I thought about calling a plumber 
on the spot. I thought about running away from home to tell the truth. But I'd gotten myself into the mess, by God, 
and I'd get myself out. Part of the deal was pure stubbornness, and part of it was that I didn't want to meet my 
husband at the door when he got home with, "Guess what, honey?" 

Thus the second "Battle of the Drain" began. 
I straightened out a large paper clip, leaving a small hook on one end. Between that and the nail cleaning tool 

from a pocket kit I had, I started digging pony beads out of the bathroom drain one by one. It took me a little over 
two hours, but I got them all, except the last sorry sucker that eluded me for more than forty minutes. It's still down 
there. I finally decided that one lousy bead wasn't worth the price of my sanity. Who says we have to be perfect, 
right? 

I washed the beads and the fairy cup from my daughter's sixth birthday that held them and put them back in 
her room. The rest of the cups went into the dishwasher. And now that I think of it, I never did get the Coke I went 
after in the first place. 
 
I love to hear about parenting adventures or other humorous happenings in the lives of my readers. If you’d like to 
contact me, my email address is jopinto@msn.com 

mailto:jopinto@msn.com


 

😂🤣😂🤣😂 
 
I’ve read this several times while proofing this magazine, and it never ceases to make me smile. 
 

Anyhow, we’ve tackled the technical topic of telephones and braved a beaded draining debacle. What’s next? 
Since it’s the month of love, author Abbie Johnson Taylor thought you might like a bit of cheesy romance. 

 

A GOUDA DAY FOR JOLENE (Fiction) 

 
by Abbie Johnson Taylor 

 
Website: http://www.abbiejohnsontaylor.com  

 
 

At ‘The Country Kitchen’ in Sheridan, Wyoming, Dolly sits in a booth, dressed in a pink pantsuit, her blonde, frizzy 
hair sparkling in the sunlight. She barely touches her Gouda cheese omelet. Jolene sits across from her, wearing 
blue jeans and a white t-shirt with ‘Wyoming Cowboys’ emblazoned in bold black letters on the front. Her dark hair 
is cut short. She wolfs down her barbecued chicken sandwich, also with Gouda cheese. 

“I’m surprised to see you,” she tells Dolly. “When I called and asked if we could meet, I didn’t think you’d come 
all the way out here from New York just to see me.” 

“I don’t know what he sees in you, honey. You’re so plain.” 
“Maybe it’s the fact I’m always there for him. I don’t travel around the country, giving concerts, signing 

autographs, smiling at other men.” 
“But that’s my work. He knew that when he married me. Why on Earth would he want to live in Wyoming of all 

places? None of these towns are like L.A. or New York.” 
“He likes my ranch. In the evening, we sit on the front porch, drink coffee, play chess, watch the sun go down. 

It's more romantic than some old penthouse in New York.” 
“How long has this been going on?”  
“We met at your concert in Denver last year. When he complained of a headache and told you he was going 

back to the Brown Palace, he was going there to be with me.” 
“So, he’s been cheating for the past year?”  
“I guess you could say that. While you were on the road, whenever he could take time away from the office, 

he’d fly up here. I’d meet him at the airport and drive him to the ranch. We’d have a high old time together.” 
“All those times he called me from his cell phone, he was with you?” The corners of Dolly’s mouth tremble and 

tears trickle down her cheeks. 
“I guess so.”  
“Those times I called him at home, and there was no answer, I assumed he was working late,” says Dolly, taking 

a Kleenex from her purse and blowing her nose. 
Jolene picks up a French fry, pops it into her mouth, chews, and swallows. “Let’s face it, Dolly. He doesn’t love 

you anymore. Who can blame him? No man wants a wife who’s never at home.” She reaches across the table and 
takes Dolly’s hand. 

“You slut!” says Dolly, jerking her hand away. She stands, picks up her omelet, flings it at the other woman, and 
hurries out the door, leaving Jolene, her face swathed in egg, smoked bacon, tomato slices, and Gouda cheese. 

 
*** 

 

http://www.abbiejohnsontaylor.com/


Author’s Note: The above story was published several years ago in Magnets and Ladders. I once heard a radio ad 
for a local restaurant promoting their menu items containing Gouda (pronounced goo da) cheese. At the end of the 
promo, the announcer said, “Have a Gouda day.” That, along with Dolly Parton’s song, “Jolene,” inspired my story. 
Please feel free to email me at: abbietaylor945@gmail.com  
 
 
We’ve certainly had a variety of contributions in the ‘Author’s Corner’ this month. Before we go onward to see what 
our authors are reading, I’d like to share what I think is a unique perspective on Technology by author Marlene 
Mesot. 

Before I do, let me just say that Marlene had sent me something else for the magazine this month, but after 
reading through the various things she’s sent me to use to help promote her work, I felt what with all the tech talk 
we’ve had in the magazine this one fit a bit better. 

Watch for Marlene's – ‘A Winding Road Adventure’ coming up in the coming week's Sips of Wine from the 
Grapevine’. 
 
And now… 

 

Watson's Jeopardy Trek 

by Marlene Mesot 
02/16/2011  

http://www.marlsmenagerie.com 
 

"Fascinating." 

 
The phrase often used by the infamous Mr. Spock of Star Trek fame best describes the performance on the Jeopardy 
game show of its two most celebrated winners to date against Watson, the IBM computer. The scientific community 
will definitely prosper from this experiment. It’s interesting how close we are becoming to the computer technology 
of the famous outer space saga, as noted in the IBM podcast prior to the broadcast. Yesterday’s science fiction is 
rapidly becoming today's science fact.  

Although it would be exciting to interact verbally with a computer, it must be remembered the inanimate 
machine is merely processing information, not cognitively interpreting it. It is a tool for man, not, as science fiction 
might suggest, a man-made companion. I believe if we keep this perspective, we will not commit the ultimate 
blasphemy of man trying to make himself in God's image. I think computers can be a great assistance to us. After 
all, God gave us the ability to think and create.  

 

Perspective is everything. 

 
NOTE: Go to the Jeopardy website and search the J Archives for the episode featuring Watson, the IBM 

computer. 

 

Do you have a perspective on today’s technology? I’d love to know what you think about computers and apps one 
can conversate with. 
Let me know your thoughts by sending an email to: marl.mesot@gmail.com 
 
WOW! It does look like our authors have some definite thoughts on today’s technology and the stuff of tweens and 
tainted love. I told you we’d be entertained, and as is always the case, our authors have come through. 
 

mailto:abbietaylor945@gmail.com
http://www.marlsmenagerie.com/
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But what about our author’s personal entertainment? 
Please join us in the library for… 



READING WITH THE AUTHORS… 
 

Welcome, welcome! Make yourselves comfortable. Our servers will be round with coffees, brandies, and anything 
else you could want while discussing our favorite books. 

First up is author Meredith Burton. I do love reading Meredith’s book reviews. She’s always reading the most 
interesting books. Let’s see what she’s on tap for us today. 

 

Hello. My name is Meredith Burton. 
 
What with the self-isolating we’re continuing to do; I’ve got lots of time on my hands. When I’m not writing, I’m 
reading. Here’s a bit about one of the many books I’ve read over the last month. 

  

REVIEW FOR EVERYTHING SAD IS UNTRUE 

By: Meredith Leigh Burton 
https://www.amazon.com/Meredith-Leigh-Burton/e/B07H2VD2Y5 

 

Sometimes, a book appears that is unique and defiant of genre conventions. Books of this sort can be discordant, 
incoherent messes, or they can be intricate tapestries of beauty. Daniel Nayeri’s Everything Sad is Untrue is a 
tapestry book, an autobiographical novel of a turbulent but profound childhood. 

 
Daniel is often ridiculed at his new school in Oklahoma. His classmates cannot believe Daniel’s extraordinary stories. 
He claims to have been descended from kings, to have once lived in a house with birds residing in the walls, and to 
have been regarded as a prince. How can an overweight, poor child living in a derelict neighborhood really claim to 
have had such amazing adventures? In a seemingly convoluted narrative style, Daniel relates his story of flight from 
danger. 

Daniel Nayeri is a gifted author, able to describe lush Persian landscapes as adeptly as the tornado-ravaged 
Oklahoma plains. Even ruminations about the different foods of each country and the contrasting of the bathrooms 
in Iran and America are fascinating. You become immersed in Daniel’s story and cannot escape. Daniel relates the 
story of his prosperous mother and father. His father is a dentist in Iran, and his mother is a famous doctor. When 
Nayeri’s mother converts to Christianity, the family dynamics change. Secret police, daring escapes, and 
heartbreaking desertion and sacrifice ensue. Daniel’s story is one of perseverance and love, a story where sadness 
cannot overshadow heroism. Above all, it is a story of finding empathy. So many stories about immigration are 
linear and conventionally presented. Nayeri’s use of interwoven family history, Persian myths, and real-life 
experiences are amazing to read. 

Everything Sad is Untrue is a poetic tale that is unforgettable. Winner of the prestigious Michael L. Printz Award 
for Excellence in Young Adult Fiction, it is a story that does not deserve to be overlooked. 

 
I do love discussing good books. If you’d like to chat about what you’re reading these days, feel free to send a 

note to:  
mlb3v@hotmail.com 

 

👏👏 
Wonderful! 

Thank you, Meredith, for that lovely review. 
Next up, we’ve author Abbie Johnson Taylor with a lovely review of a book written by one of our very own. 

mailto:mlb3v@hotmail.com


We’ve all seen Sally Cronin in our ‘Health World’ column. This month, she’s found her way into our ‘tips’ section, 
but did you know she wrote books too? Well, it looks as though Abbie’s been paying attention, and here she is to 
tell us more. 
 
Hi everyone. 
As you know, each Friday, I share a fun read with you over on my blog. This month, I’ve decided this book is so good 
that it must be shared here as well. I really must recommend you check it out. Anyhow, here’s more. 

 

Poems and Stories Reflect Sadness and Joy 

by Abbie Johnson Taylor 
Website: http://www.abbiejohnsontaylor.com  

 
 

Life is Like a Bowl of Cherries: Sometimes Sweet, Sometimes Bitter 
By Sally Cronin 
Copyright 2020 

 
What Amazon Says 

 

Life is Like a Bowl of Cherries: Sometimes Bitter, Sometimes Sweet collects short stories with scattered poetry, 

reflecting the complexities of life, love, and loss. 

 

The stories in the collection dip into the lives of men and women who are faced with an ‘event’ that is challenging 

and, in some cases, life-changing. 

Even something as straightforward as grocery shopping online can be frustrating, and a DNA test produces 

surprise results, the past reaches out to embrace the present, and a gardening assistant is an unlikely grief 

counsellor. Romance is not always for the faint-hearted, and you are never too old for love. Random acts of 

kindness have far-reaching consequences, and some people discover they are on a lucky streak. There are those 

watching over us who wish us well and those in our lives who wish us harm. 

 
My Thoughts 
 
I’ve known the author, Sally Cronin, for several years and enjoyed reading and participating in her blog magazine, 
which features author showcases, health columns, and more. I found this collection of fictional stories and poems 
delightful. I like the supernatural quality of some of the pieces, although I don’t believe in that sort of thing. I 
especially enjoyed reading about how one woman handled an abusive relationship. Romance and other topics may 
not be for the faint of heart, but I think you’ll find the bitter cherries, along with the sweet ones, a joy to read about 
in this book. 
 

*** 
 
Author’s Note: The above review can also be read on my blog at: 
https://abbiescorner.wordpress.com/2021/01/29/poems-and-stories-reflect-sadness-and-joy-friday-fun-reads/ 
where you’ll find links to buy the book from Amazon and Sally Cronin’s author page.  
 
I hope you enjoyed my review. Feel free to email me at: abbietaylor945@gmail.com  

http://www.abbiejohnsontaylor.com/
https://abbiescorner.wordpress.com/2021/01/29/poems-and-stories-reflect-sadness-and-joy-friday-fun-reads/
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Thank you so much, Abbie, for that lovely review. It’s nice when we can support one of our own. 
 
Now, as we celebrate February, the month of love, let’s join our poets in the ‘Poetry Place’ for there’s no better way 
to share our love of people, places, or things than with a poem. 
Please help yourselves to the chocolates being passed around. 
 



POETRY PLACE… 
 

This month, as we celebrate love, poet Joan Myles shares the various ways it can slip itself into our lives. 

 

The Audacity of Love 

by Joan Myles 
http://www.jewniquelymyself.com 

 

pushing its childlike shape 

upon the heart 

upon the mind 

 

twisting sensibility into silliness 

silliness into sensibility 

tripping and skipping past dastardly headlines 

 

Love 

 

tries to grab my attention 

my hand 

to climb into my pocket 

 

to be carried home 

where She will grow up among my children 

and sleep under my pillow 

 

working Her magic in every room of my life 

 

*from One Glittering Wing copyright 2020 by Joan Myles* 

 

 

Joan Myles has always been a child of Wonder as well as a spiritual seeker. When she lost her sight at the age of 
twelve, these qualities and writing poetry saved her from despair. 

Joan earned a B.A. in Education, a Master’s in Jewish Studies. She married, raised four lively children, worked as 
a Rehabilitation Teacher for the state of Missouri, and taught Hebrew and Judaics for over fifteen years at Temple 
Beth Sholom in Salem, Oregon. 

Her first book of poetry, ‘One With Willows,’ vividly expresses Joan’s child-like joy. She considers her poems to 
be a kind of footpath for readers, an opening into that place of delight, an invitation to awaken childlike wonder 
for themselves. 

 
Joan’s words also reveal the invisible link between us--between one human being and another, between humans 

and Nature, between the physical realm and the Spiritual. The idea of the Oneness of Creation flows through her 
work, the understanding of living in the world as a journey of discovery, of stepping into and between the various 

http://www.jewniquelymyself.com/


layers and levels of existence. Joan’s latest collection, One Glittering Wing, represents this kind of journey, 
specifically through her yearlong passage from the deep pain of her mother’s death toward reconciliation with Life. 
 
You can purchase Joan’s work at Amazon and contact her directly at 
jmyles63@gmail.com 

 
Thank you, Joan. That was quite lovely. 
 
Next, we’ve author and artist Lynda McKinney Lambert with a poem that speaks to the love of ‘eclectic collections’ 
that hold special places within our hearts. 

 
 

Eclectic Collections 

By Lynda McKinney Lambert 
http://www.lyndalambert.com 

 

 
 

It takes so much energy to collect 

the objects that reflect a person’s life. 

It’s not by accident or merely chance 

those eclectic collections are created. 

 

This doll now sits on her own rocking chair. 

She belonged to my aunt when she was new. 

I first played with her seventy years ago - 

we became friends on Sunday afternoons. 

 

Here’s the old Bible with yellowed pages. 

once carried by my grandmother to church. 

mailto:jmyles63@gmail.com


It was signed in the back by Billy Graham. 

though it’s not used, I can’t throw it away. 

 

Bone china dogs from Grandmother’s house 

stand next to an elephant from England 

that I found buried in a box of tea- 

all standing on shelves on my bedroom wall. 

 

The three monkeys that still see no evil 

were locked in a glass case in a gift shop. 

The silver fetish pin was a special 

gift given by my daughter. 

 

There’s linens with crocheted roses and lace 

and many sterling silver candlesticks, 

ivory dishes with basketweave design- 

the cupboards are filled with Ruby-red glass. 

 

The tiny Egyptian bronzes evoke 

a thoughtful, emotional response. 

Keeping the treasures takes a full lifetime 

of stacking the boxes under the bed. 

 

There are layers of meaning carefully 

packed and hidden away in the closets 

But I know for sure that the greatest ones 

are the only ones that will ever endure. 

 

Faith, Hope, and Love are my greatest treasures 

the only ones that I can take along 

when I leave this house full of art and poems- 

in God’s hands, I will deposit my Love. 

 

*** 



HEALTH WORLD… 
 

The COVID-19 pandemic has taken a mighty toll on me. 
Once I realized the impact Social Distancing has had on my physical well-being, I concluded that if I was having 

issue due to all the stillness caused by the lockdown happening around the world, most likely so were many others. 
I knew then I must try and help those reading The Writer’s Grapevine recover as much as I could, and so I began 

to look for articles that would be useful to us all. 
The Smorgasbord Café Blog Magazine has been a great resource of health columns for me over the past few 

years. I reached out to its author Sally Cronin to see if she might consider becoming a regular contributor of Health 
World. 

She wrote back to say that while she was flattered that I would consider her for my magazine, she just didn’t 
have the time to do it. 

At first, I was disappointed, then inspiration struck. 
I wrote her back and requested permission to use partial columns from her new series with reading more links 

leading to the posts on her blog included, and she wrote back with her blessing. 
I strongly encourage you to make use of the read more link provided, visit her blog, and read the rest of each 

one. 
My thanks to Sally for allowing her work to be used here. 
This month, we continue with the second part of the column from our previous issue. If you missed that article, 

you may visit: https://smorgasbordinvitation.wordpress.com/2021/01/04/smorgasbord-blog-magazine-the-
health-column-getting-the-year-off-to-a-healthy-start-by-sally-cronin/ To catch up. 

 

 

Smorgasbord Blog Magazine – The Health Column- Getting the year off to a healthy 

start – Part Two 
By: Sally Cronin 
January 6, 2021 

https://smorgasbordinvitation.wordpress.com/ 
 
 

In Monday’s post, I explored the benefits to your liver and general health by drastically reducing refined sugars and 
artificial fats from your diet. Today I look at the diet products that allegedly give you the nutrients you need… but 
in a form that is not recognised by the body! 

 

Part Two – Eat food your body recognises…and can work with! 

 

https://public-api.wordpress.com/bar/?stat=groovemails-events&bin=wpcom_email_click&redirect_to=https%3A%2F%2Fsmorgasbordinvitation.wordpress.com%2F2021%2F01%2F04%2Fsmorgasbord-blog-magazine-the-health-column-getting-the-year-off-to-a-healthy-start-by-sally-cronin%2F&sr=1&signature=528979b7b40480866ca581991362569a&user=96300860&_e=&_z=z
https://public-api.wordpress.com/bar/?stat=groovemails-events&bin=wpcom_email_click&redirect_to=https%3A%2F%2Fsmorgasbordinvitation.wordpress.com%2F2021%2F01%2F04%2Fsmorgasbord-blog-magazine-the-health-column-getting-the-year-off-to-a-healthy-start-by-sally-cronin%2F&sr=1&signature=528979b7b40480866ca581991362569a&user=96300860&_e=&_z=z
https://wp.me/p3ZnNr-xms


In my previous posts, you will often find me having a poke at the diet food industry – well, actually more than a 
poke. There are certain products that are health-related that I do not have a problem with, but I don’t have much 
time with slimming bars and shakes. I do not care how many nutrients they say are in them; they are not in the 
form the body understands or wishes to. We are designed to take our nutrients from natural foods. 

I do agree to an extent that what we assume is a nutrient-packed vegetable or fruit is not as nutritionally dense 
as it used to be. Farming methods have changed in the last fifty years or so, and we also have to consider the 
addition of fertilisers that may not be of organic origin. However, despite having busy work or family commitments, 
it is easy and quick to bulk prepare vegetables for several days, and it’s a great deal cheaper. 

In this series, I’m sharing my strategies for reducing the refined sugars we are likely to have consumed over the 
holidays. Buying six weeks of diet food instead of natural foods will not accomplish that, as you will see later in the 
post. 

However, there are other times of the year when spending at least two weeks in a transitional mode as far as 
your diet is concerned is a good thing. 

 

 

Around May time, I get a yearning for the crisp crunch of lettuce, the peppery taste of watercress and Rucula, 
the smooth buttery taste and feel of avocados – I lose my appetite for parsnips and stews with mashed potato and 
butternut and carrot soups, preferring gazpacho, cold and tangy with an omelette for lunch. 

 

 
 



The same happens again in September when I start to think about more root vegetables and warming foods. I 
think you get the idea. 

Our bodies over the last hundreds of thousands of years would’ve been sustained by seasonal foods, both animal 
and plant. It makes sense we would therefore get the most nutritional benefit from seasonal foods, with the added 
benefit of an abundance of other fruits and vegetables we now have year-round. It’s wonderful to have this access 
to so many varieties because they offer us so much more than our ancestors could scratch together. 

I am fully supportive of any ‘diet’ programme than encourage us to only use fresh produce and cook it from 
scratch, but some trendy diets out there are a bit too restrictive, and you need to include other fruits and vegetables 
and other food groups that were not necessarily available to our ancestors. 

If you make seasonal fruit and vegetables your primary choices, you can add in others to provide a more varied 
and balanced diet. This is why I follow my gut as the seasons change every three months and not just at the 
beginning of the year. It marks the change in different eating patterns from the more stodgy, carbohydrate-driven 
diet for the winter months to the lighter spring available food and the even lighter summer options and then back 
again. 

Many of the commercial diet programmes will deliver between 800 and 1200 calories per day. But, they are not 
in form the body recognises, except for the high levels of sugar or sugar substitutes added to the product, especially 
those that state they are Low Fat. 

 
The body is then running on sugars that are empty calories, and your body begins to react to the lack of 

nutrition. 
 

How many calories do you need each day for the body to function healthily and effectively? 
 

To read the rest of the article and learn the answer to this question, please visit: 
https://smorgasbordinvitation.wordpress.com/2021/01/06/smorgasbord-blog-magazine-the-health-column-
getting-the-year-off-to-a-healthy-start-part-two-by-sally-cronin/ 
 

https://smorgasbordinvitation.wordpress.com/2021/01/06/smorgasbord-blog-magazine-the-health-column-getting-the-year-off-to-a-healthy-start-part-two-by-sally-cronin/
https://smorgasbordinvitation.wordpress.com/2021/01/06/smorgasbord-blog-magazine-the-health-column-getting-the-year-off-to-a-healthy-start-part-two-by-sally-cronin/


FAVORITE LINKS OF THE MONTH… 
 
 
As many of you know, I love reading blogs and investigating websites. Each month, I try to pick a few which stand 
out from all the rest and share them with you. 

Here are some of my favorite links of the month. 
If you run across a blog post or website you enjoy or find helpful, please send the link to me, and I’ll share it 

here. 
 
 
Talk to Tell-It-To-The-World Marketing Presents The Valentine’s Day Shopping Bonanza by the Bright Side Author: 
www.buzzsprout.com/1285364/7809424 

 
 
Why Paddy Won’t Be At Work Today sent in by Casey Mathews: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oxlt_UTSGzI 
 
The inspiration for the above link, The Insanity of Morning: http://pattysworlds.com/2021/02/11/the-insanity-of-morning-

debacle-humor/ 

 
My author interview with Ursula Williams: https://youtu.be/0sjjlMNifAw 
 
The Week In Photos #5 at River Road Studio Includes Captions: https://www.lyndalambert.com/the-week-in-
photos-5-at-river-road-studio/ 
 
Photo Prompt Round-up Guarded #Writephoto: http://scvincent.com/2021/02/04/photo-prompt-round-up-
guarded-writephoto/ 
 

Join the Sue Vincent Rodeo Classic Laughter Lines: https://robbiesinspiration.wordpress.com/2021/02/03/join-the-
sue-vincent-rodeo-classic-and-review-of-laughter-lines-life-from-the-tail-end/ 

 
A Day in My Life at Tell-It-To-The-World Marketing (Author, Blogger, Business Assist): 
https://www.recoveringself.com/commentary/a-day-in-my-life-at-tell-it-to-the-world-marketing. 
 
What Is Love by Marlene Mesot: https://www.recoveringself.com/poetry/quatrain-what-is-love/. 
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CLOSING… 
 

 
I must say, once again, I’m blown away by the contributions submitted to the magazine. Each month, somehow 
without fail, everyone’s submissions fit together perfectly. 

Not long ago, someone wrote and stated how much they enjoyed reading The Writer’s Grapevine. They wrote 
of how everything seems to flow together in a beautiful river of words. They also wanted to know if we as 
contributors planned a theme. 

I wrote back and explained that no, we never discussed it in any way, and I also stated that I am always as 
amazed at how it comes together. 

With that in mind, I’d just like to say thank you to all who contribute. Your hard work and talent is much 
appreciated by me and our readers. 

That having been said, I’d like to share one of the recent reviews for the magazine written by one who is both a 
reader and contributor. 

 

 
Hi. 
 
Jo Elizabeth Pinto here with a few words of praise for this magazine into which so much love and work is poured. 

I contribute something to the Grapevine almost every month. Sometimes it's a recipe; sometimes it's a reflection 
or a poem; sometimes it's a how-to piece on grammar or punctuation. I look forward to reading the short stories, 
health and tech tips, inspirational pointers, and diverse poetry I always find. I've rarely seen so much variety in such 
a compact magazine before. 

Thanks for reading my contributions and the contributions of others. 
 
Warm regard, 
Jo. 

https://www.brightsideauthor.com 
 

We here at The Writer’s Grapevine value your thoughts. Be sure to let us know what you think about the magazine 

by emailing either me or our contributors. 

 

This ends the Fabulous February Edition of The Writer’s Grapevine. I hope you’ve enjoyed reading it as much as I 
enjoyed putting it together. 

As requested above, if you’ve any feedback for me or others who contribute to the magazine, you may send it 
directly to the author, or you may send it to me at: patty.volunteer1@gmail.com 

Thank you for reading. 
May Harmony Find You. 
Blessid Be. 

https://www.brightsideauthor.com/
mailto:patty.volunteer1@gmail.com

